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SUBJECT: BURNHAM INQUIRY CONCERNING UNDER SECRETARY HABIBS 
VISIT AND TIMERHI BASE AGREEMENT 

REF: GEORGETOWN 1 108 

SUMMARY: DURING RECENT CONVERSATIONS, PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM 
HAS INQUIRED CONCERNING UNDER SECRETARY HABIBS POSSIBLE 
VISIT AND REPEATEDLY URGED THAT EW RESPOND SOON CONCERNING 
THE TERMINATION OF THE TIMERHI AIR BASE AGREEMENT. HIS 
REACTION TO THE US RESPONSE ON BUDGETARY SUPPORT WAS THAT 
HE HAD NOT BEEN OPTIMISTIC BUT THAT GUY ANAS SITUATION WAS 
VERY SERIOUS. HE WONDERED WHY THE US WOULD NOT BE INTERESTED 
IN DEVELOPING HYDRO-POWER IN GUYANA IN VIEW OF PRESIDENT 
CARTERS STRESS ON ENERGY. HE COMMENTED FAVORABLY ON THE 
PRESIDENTS MAY 22 SPEECH AND ON US POLICY IN AFRICA. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . DURINB BRIEF EXCHANGES DURING MAY 26 INDEPENDENCE DAY 
CELEBRATIONS AND A MEETING MAY 30 IN HIS GEORGETOWN RESIDENCE, 
PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM COMMENTED ON SEVERAL SUBJECTS. 

MATTERS OF SIGNIFICANCE ARE REPORTED HEREIN. 
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2. ON MAY 30 HE CALLED TO ASK ME TO MEET WITH HIM DURING 
THE EVENING. DURING OUR MEETING, THE PRIMARY THEMES ON HIS 
MIND WERE THE POSSIBLE VISIT TO GUYANA OF UNDER SECRETARY 
PHILLIP HABIB AND THE TERMINATION OF THE TIMERHI AIR BASE 
AGREEMENT. 

3. DURING BURNHAMS MAY 26 LUNCHEON/RECEPTION HE HAD 
MENTIONED TO ME THAT AMBASSADOR MANN HAD REPORTED THAT UNDER 
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SECRETARY HABIB WOULD VISIT GUYANA IN JUNE. I HAD REPLIED 
THAT I UNDERSTOOD THAT THE UNDER SECRETARY MIGHT COME. 

DURING OUR MAY 30 MEETING BURNHAM INQUIRED CONCERNING THE 
PRECISE DATES OF THE VISIT. I SAID THAT I HAD NO OFFICIAL 
CONFIRMATION OF THE VISIT. BUT IT PROBABLY WOULD TAKE PLACE 
FOLLOWING THE OASGA IN GRENADA WHICH WOULD END ON JUNE 17. 
BURNHAM SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW PRECISELY SO HE COULD 
PLAN HIS SCHEDULE AND ARRANGE FOR FONMIN WILLS TO BE BACK 
FROM THE COMMONWEALTH MEETING AT THE TIME OF THE VISIT. 

4. DURING A MAY 26 TALK BURNHAM HAD ALSO RAISED THE QUESTION 

OF THE TERMINATION OF TIMERHI BASE AGREEMENT (BLACKEN-TUMMINIA 
TELCON), AND NOW HE INQUIRED AGAIN. I TOLD HIM I HAD 
INQUIRED CONCERNING THE STATUS OF THE MATTER AND THAT I 
EXPECTED A RESPONSE SOON. HE AGAIN URGED THAT WE RESPOND 
FAVORABLY AND SOON, AND REPEATED THAT HE HAD HOPED TO ANNOUNCE 
ON MAY 26 THAT AGREEMENT ON TERMINATION HAD BEEN REACHED. 

HE SAID HE WANTED TO COORDINATE THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
WITH THE US. 

5. LAST WEEK AT HIS RECEPTION AND AGAIN ON MAY 30 HE 
MENTIONED THE US RESPONSE TO HIS REQUEST FOR BUDGET SUPPORT. 
INDICATING THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN OPTIMISTIC. I REVIEWED 
AGAIN THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED AND THE FACT THAT A STRONG 
RATIONALE FOR SECURITY SUPPORTING ASSISTANCE DID NOT EXIST IN 
GUY ANAS CASE. BURNHAM AGREED. 

6. BUT HE CONTINUED TALKING ABOUT THE SERIOUSNESS OF 

GUY ANAS PROBLEMS AND CONFIRMED THAT IT LACKED ABOUT US$100 
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MILLION TO CARRY IT THROUGH THE YEAR. IN ONE OF OUR MAY 26 
TALKS, HE SAID THAT HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND, IN VIEW OF 
PRESIDENT CARTERS DRIVE TO CONSERVE AND INCREASE PRODUCTION 
OF ENERGY, WHY THE US WOULD NOT FIND IT IN ITS INTEREST TO 
HELP GUYANA BUILD A HYDRO-ELECTRIC PROJECT. 

7. MUCH OF THE REMAINDER OF THE CONVERSATION CONCERNED 
DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA. HE SPOKE FAVORABLY OF THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATIONS POLICIES AND STATEMENT, BUT REPEATED HIS VIEW 
THAT A BLOOD-BATH WILL COME IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. HE PRAISED 
PRESIDENT CARTERS MAY 22 SPEECH AS SIGNALING A POSITIVE 
CHANGE IN US FOREIGN POLICY WHICH CUT IT LOOSE FROM 
HINDRANCES OF THE PAST. 

8. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH BURNHAM WAS IN GOOD SPIRITS ON 
MAY 26, HE LOOKED TIRED. DURING OUR MAY 30 MEETING HE 
AGAIN APPEARED TIRED. HE APPEARS TO BE DEEPLY WORRIED ABOUT 
GUY ANAS ECONOMIC CRISIS. BURNHAM IS IMPATIENT TO ANNOUNCE 
TERMINATION OF THE AIR BASE AGREEMENT. 
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9. PLEASE PROVIDE GUIDANCE CONCERNING UNDER SECRETARY 
HABIBS VISIT. 

BLACKEN 
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